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There are just            more hurdles to overcome 

̣Objections which must be lodged before 31 
January 2022 

̣Getting the last bit of funding in for the 
construction phase 

Objections have never stopped any similar project. 
Residents have all been informed and had time to air 
their views. The Tshwane Council has already given the 
go-ahead. This objection period is for them to merely 
check if there was a valid reason which they overlooked. 

The funding now stands at about 80%, with about  
R 1,5m still to be collected.  Many expressed the view 
that we would never succeed… 
  
 
So now is the time to contribute. Please encourage all 
you meet to please pay.  For all those that have already 
paid, a very big thank you for the faith and dedication 
you showed. Your safety, your family and loved ones and 
the community safety is important to all of us. 

Let’s be merry!
We are going to be  

a boomed off, safe area!
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Well, we did it! 
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As a community,  
we will make it safer!

So now is the time to contribute. Please encourage all you meet to 
please pay.  For all those that have already paid, a very big thank you 
for the faith and dedication you showed. Your safety, your family and 
loved ones and the community safety is important to all of us. 
 
If we overcome the last two hurdles, we should be operational by… 

 
Please email Salomé: salome@lynnwoodproperties.co.za for an info 
pack regarding our closure. 

If you wish to discuss anything, please call: 
 Jacques (malans@lantic.net / 082 778 3573)  
ór Josias (jz@zerwick.co.za / 082 562 8441)  
ór speak to your street rep. 

On behalf of the directors of RSE, may I wish you all a very blessed 
Christmas.Stay safe from Covid and drive safe when you are on the 
roads.As for the new year, we have the good prospect of a safer 
neighbourhood. 

30 April 2022 

- RSE committee

mailto:malans@lantic.net
mailto:jz@zerwick.co.za
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This graphic shows a breakdown of the most common incidents in this period. 
Due to low numbers, cable theft is not shown here. 

The grey areas in the background indicate the lockdown levels in each month or 
part thereof, varying from level 1 level 4. In three instances where lockdown was 
reduced to level 1, crime escalated significantly all over the country; therefore, 
we expected the same trend in the RSE.  
 
In October, burglaries, robberies and vehicle related incidents increased, more 
or less as expected, but less than elsewhere. The visible presence of volunteer 
resident patrols since mid- July, operating at all hours and following a more 
random route than security firm patrols, were undoubtedly responsible for 
October’s better-than expected crime stats.  
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Then came November, and from the first week both suspicious activities and actual 
crimes were significantly lower than in October. After the RSE joined the CPSF 
(Community Policing Sub Forum), we obtained information that crime syndicates are 
moving about, targeting new areas, and are currently less active in our sector 
(Garsfontein) than in other neighbouring areas. Therefore, no reason to be complacent. 
 
Why should residents report suspicious activities in detail, if they are not positively 
linked to crimes? Over several years, we observed that crime and suspicious activity 
followed similar trends. But, since the start of the RSE volunteer patrols, more suspect 
behaviour was reported, without an increase in actual crimes. The cumulative 
suspicious activity column in the graph shows suspect pedestrians (green) topped by 
suspicious vehicles (orange). Vehicles and pedestrians seem to be influenced by 
similar factors, but not at present related to actual crime.  
 
Of the 10 reported suspicious pedestrian sightings in November, 2 seemed like 
harmless nuisances, and 4 either actively avoided contact, or when contacted, 
provided information that was later found to be false. Video footage shows that some 
suspicious pedestrians are “spotters” who scout an area before incidents. Some 
pedestrians seem to operate alone, persistently lurking on sidewalks, peering into 
yards, scrutinising gate motors, jumping over back fences, waiting for the opportunity 
to break in. Residents should be aware of those “scouters” as the reasons they provide 
for being in an area are mostly untrue, when corroborated with other reports. Some 
pedestrians accompany well-organised teams with a vehicle or two that zoom into the 
crime scene and leave just as quickly.  
 
In November, 12 suspicious vehicles were reported, of which 3 had an accomplice on 
foot, or provided false information when questioned, suggesting that they were intent 
on committing a crime. Only when residents report all suspicious activities with as 
much detail as possible, can we make those connections, and through timely 
intervention, avoid actual crimes. The Telegram BOLO vehicle info is a good example. 
 
Lastly, a number of unwelcome pedestrians are vagrants, opportunists, sometimes 
drunk and making a general nuisance of themselves. The good news is that access 
control should more or less stop all the above types of “suspicious” behaviour and 
crimes. This is something to look forward to and a worthwhile cause to dig into your 
pocket for.  
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Friends of  
Brookside Meander 

Every first Saturday of the month 
from 8:00 to 14:00 members of the 
community join efforts to clean the 

spruit from the  
N4 to Lynnwood Road.  

For more information, please contact 
Philip Kesting at 
philip.kesting.pk@gmail.com

 
 

 RECYCLING SERVICES (Pty) Ltd 
Website: www.jacrecycling.co.za  

 
Any queries you can contact  

061 323 8775 
 

Alternatively you can mail 
tercia@jacrecycling.co.za 

                                                                                                                  Yearly cost will be R 639.00 per year (Works out R 53.25 per 
Month) 
Collection every 2nd Wednesday in the RSE 
Unfortunately they do not recycle polystyrene, polystyrene 
food trays, tin foil and food containers (eg: muffin, cup cake, 
cake holder and food packaging from local supermarkets). 
Unfortunately they do not supply Bags. 
Please use Smokey/ Clear Bags for recycling 

mailto:tercia@jacrecycling.co.za
mailto:philip.kesting.pk@gmail.com
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Summary of article by Chris de Kock, former head of the Crime Information Analysis 
Centre, on the crime situation in the Garsfontein precinct, 1 April to 30 September 2021. 

Context 
The focus of the article is on policeable crimes being used to measure police efficiency. It 
also unpacks what the analysis tells us about the state of such crimes in the Garsfontein 
precinct, where the RSE is situated. Understanding this bigger picture provides context to the 
locally reported crimes and incidents, as we are also influenced by the wider trends. 

Policeable crimes are defined as robberies and property related crimes that occur mostly in 
public spaces like streets, parks, open spaces, parking areas, trains and taxi stations etc. It 
usually involves victims and perpetrators who are not known to each other. “If these crimes 
continuously increase in a precinct and can’t be turned around, the police of that precinct 
have to ask serious questions about their efficiency” p1. They are accountable to the 
taxpayers of this community that they are paid to protect. “Policeable crimes “can be reduced 
by passionate, focused, intelligence driven, visible policing”. Criminals quickly move their 
operations to softer target areas. 

The period under scrutiny, namely the first and second quarter of the financial year, was 
chosen due to proven predictability for the rest of the financial year, and is also used to rectify 
observed trends. The same period of the previous year was used as baseline for calculations, 
being pre-Covid. 

Discussion of data 
SAPS does not report on public and street robbery that has been increasing for the past 9 
years, due to the failure of police visibility. In the previous period when station commanders 
were accountable for this type of crime, it decreased with nearly 50%. Since 9 yrs ago those 
gains were lost. 

The Trio crimes (house robbery, carjacking and business robbery are prioritised by SAPS. 
While showing a small increase nationally, it has increased by about 65% in the Garsfontein 
precinct in 2021/2022. 

Theft of motor vehicles and motor cycles have decreased in the past year due to behavioural 
changes brought on by the pandemic, with more people working from home. In Garsfontein 
it is now slowly increasing. 

Conclusion 
“From the analysis it is very clear that most of the more policeable crimes in Garsfontein are 
not reduced. During the first semester of 2021/2022 the police in this precinct did not live up 
to the public’s expectations of them.” 

RSE comment 
Why should we take notice? In the RSE crime also increased in the corresponding period in 
2021 beyond anything previously seen. But, while this continued in Garsfontein, it decreased 
in the RSE from August, as a prime example of the effect of visible security and patrolling. The 
Police is also not able to safeguard residents as per their mandate, and we are particularly 
vulnerable to policeable crimes outside our homes and security systems. 
- Click this link for the full article on our RSE website

https://ridgefieldse.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/THE-CRIME-SITUATION-IN-GARSFONTEIN-PRECINCT-DURING-THE-FIRST-SIX-MONTHS-OF-THE-2021.pdf
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From Fremontia Street 

- Alterations 
- Plumbing 
- Electrical 
- Paving 
- Roof Repairs 
- Fire Pits 
- Entertainment Areas 

GIVING  
HIS TIME  
TO RSE 

Freesia Fence

Sunrise Trading cc

Contact : Roelie Hendriks  
  Tel:   083 483 2292 
  Email: roelie.hendriks@gmail.com

Don’t let this be our security estate, help us to get to our 
total budget, so we can afford and implement  

all plans to curb crime!

* Photo provided by our 
neighbouring estate,  
who are boomed off, 

but can't afford street 
cameras.
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Join us on Telegram 
and stay connected! 

RSE Emergency Group (For monthly contributing members 
towards Quatro)  

RSE Security Group 

RSE Access Monitor Group 

RSE Social Group 

If you want to join any of these groups.   
Please send a Telegram Message to 

 
Nthabi – 081 591 0814 or Josias – 082 562 8441


